Girl Guides in World War 1 (WW1)

· 1909 saw the formation of the Guides when a group of girls stormed into a national Boy Scout rally at Crystal Palace in the UK, organised by Lord Robert Baden-Powell, (the founder of Boy Scouts) and declared themselves to be Girl Scouts.  They demanded he start a sister organisation immediately and he agreed there should be a Movement for girls.

· Baden-Powell (the distinguished Boer War hero and former spy) ensured that the Girl Guides was an organisation separate to the Boy Scouts based on Scouting but specifically for the girls and he ensured the organisation was not subservient to the Boy Scouts.
· The name “Guides” was chosen by Robert Baden-Powell from the Queen’s Own Corps of Guides, a regiment in the North-West Frontier whose soldiers had impressed him with their bravery and efficiency when he was in the Indian army.
· Guiding was introduced in 1909 to respond to the specific needs of girls and young women and groups of Girl Guides outside the UK soon started in Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, New Zealand and South Africa before the foundation of the Girl Guide Association.

· In 1910, the Girl Guide Association was officially established in the UK by Robert Baden-Powell and his sister Agnes Baden-Powell.

· The Girl Guides motto was the same as the Boy Scouts’ - “Be Prepared”.
· In 1911, a standardised Girl Guides uniform was established, smart but not too military (navy blue serge skirt, a cotton multi-pocketed shirt and a wide brimmed hat).

· In May 1912, using her brothers book ‘Scouting for Boys’, Agnes wrote ‘How Girls Can Help to Build the Empire’.

· The Guiding movement came into its own when Britain declared war on Germany on 4th August 1914.  Guides were some of the first to lend a hand to the war effort.  The ethos of ‘being of service and thinking of others’ meant volunteers were keen to assist.
· With war raging around them it was no longer considered unfeminine for women to contribute to their community in factories and hospitals, it was a necessity.  In 1916, Lady Olave Baden-Powell, Roberts’s wife, said the Girl Guides’ war efforts were tremendous.
· When WW1 was declared in August 1914, Girl Guides (and other young women) began training as nurses with the Voluntary Aid Department, First-Aid Nursing Yeomanry and with the Guides themselves.  They also practised fire-drill by carrying each other out of first-floor windows and down ladders, and demonstrated how to give artificial respiration.
· ``During WW1, household supplies were very limited.  Following their Guide Law to be thrifty, Guides made a difference to the war by making and saving.  They also raised money to buy a large motor ambulance built by Clement-Talbot of Wormwood Scrubs.

· At the start of WW1, the Girl Guides took over many of the jobs of adults.  Guides helped at home whilst their fathers, brothers and uncles were away fighting and their mothers were working.  Guide members helped with the war effort by:

· Gathering waste paper and collecting eggs for wounded soldiers in France

· Helping in hospitals and making basic medical equipment for wounded soldiers such as bandages, swabs and slings.
· Delivering milk and cooking for the hungry
· Looking after children and making warm clothes for families 

· Working on farms and growing vegetables
· Being employed in factories (especially munitions factories)
· Knitting garments and parcelling up knitwear to be sent to soldiers on the Front
· Setting up feeding points at railway stations for returning soldiers

· Working as messengers for the Marconi and Wireless Telegraph company 
· Working for the Postal Censorship Office

· Working for MI5 (the British Secret Service) at 14-16 years of age, as messengers because of their reliability.  Whilst Boy Scouts were originally the first choice for MI5, they were said to be too naughty and too talkative to carry out this role
· Guide Rangers and Leaders acted as messengers in Versailles for the signing of the Treaty of Versailles (the peace treaty negotiations).
· Some Guide members also showed individual acts of heroism in WW1.  For instance, a Guide Leader pulled children out from the rubble of a bombed school in the East End of London.
· The Guides’ war effort earned them war service badges a-plenty along the way.  War service badges were awarded for doing 21 days work towards the war effort, or making at least 15 items of clothing.  Guides who could make their own wireless receivers and send messages in Morse Code, earned themselves the Telegraphist’s badges.

· In WW1, Guides proved their worth and independence.  As the war raged on, guiding grew in other countries: France, Switzerland, Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Luxembourg.  

· In 1928, the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) was formed. 

· The Guides ethos of ‘being of service and thinking of others’ prevalent in WW1 still rings true today as these values are still immortalised in the Guides Current Promise and Law.
· The Guide Movement continued to grow throughout WW1 (and WW2) and today there are Girl Guide or Girl Scouts Associations in 146 countries.  For over 100 years, around 250 million Girl Guides and Girl Scouts have been changing lives and building a better world through leadership development, service to others, peer education and advocacy.
